Surgical site infection following elective nonspinal paediatric orthopaedic surgery: a prospective review.
The aim of this study was to determine the rate of surgical site infection (SSI) and the factors that predispose to it in children undergoing nonspinal orthopaedic surgery. Over a 6-month period, 326 children who underwent 334 nonspinal elective orthopaedic surgical procedures were prospectively reviewed for the development of surgical site infections. A total of 14 sites became infected, with an overall infection rate of 4.19%. All the infections were superficial, and the only causative organism detected was Staphylococcus aureus. Operating times longer than 1 h and surgical wounds greater than 10 cm in length were positively associated with SSIs. Although there were differences between male and females, type of admission, the use of prophylactic antibiotics, degree of wound contamination and the grades of surgeons, these differences were not statistically significant. The results of this prospective study provide valuable information that was not previously available to the practicing paediatric orthopaedic surgeon.